Barton Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting
16th July 2025 Barton Village Hall, 7.30pm
In attendance:
Cllr Tomlinson, Cllr Hodkinson, Cllr Smith, Cllr Parker, Cllr Lees
Harriet Parker – Clerk

Cllr Maria Jones & Cllr Daniel Guise also in attendance.
1. Apologies for absence
Cllr Sue Whittam
1. Approval of the minutes from the previous meeting
All Cllrs in attendance approved the minutes from the previous meeting.
1. [bookmark: _Hlk114605999]Declaration of Personal and Prejudicial Interests - Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal / prejudicial or disclosable pecuniary interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda. If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest or there is a disclosable pecuniary interest, then the individual member should not participate in a discussion or vote on the matter.
· No personal or prejudicial interest to declare.
1. Meeting with Wain Homes – discussion led by the Chairman
· Chair recapped what had been discussed at previous meeting regarding the plans to replace the community building from the original planning permission with a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA). 
· Emery Planning and Wain Homes (WH) had a positive discussion with the Chair and some of the Parish Councillors when they had their meeting. WH had arranged three quotes for the MUGA and have agreed to resubmit their planning application with the amendments showing the MUGA.
· Chair explained that he had asked for the cost delta between the original planned community building and the MUGA to be shared with the Parish Council and ideally distributed to them directly.
· WH had explained sending the cost delta to the Parish Council would not be possible and it would have to be distributed through Preston City Council so there was no guarantee the money would be distributed within Barton.
· The Parish Council would need the support of PCC in making sure the cost delta went to them to spend of community projects within Barton.
· Chair discussed the Parish Council’s wishes to purchase some greenspace in Barton that could be used for the benefit of the whole community. A community orchard was mentioned as well as a pump/bike track. Chair also mentioned wanting to consult the entire village to see how people would like any funds to be spent in they were secured. All were in agreement that it was very important to take the ideas of the whole community into consideration before making any firm decisions.
· Chair also discussed that in Wain Homes amended plans, the footpath that would run through a private driveway was to be removed from the original plans.
1. Woodlands Way/Boars Head footpaths
· Chair recapped the discussion surrounding fixing the steps on the public footpath that leads off Woodlands Way.
· LCC should be responsible for fixing the steps and covering the costs involved. Clerk discussed the LCC had been contacted on a couple of occasions and the repairs had been requested – no response had been received.
· Chair also mentioned the worries around the new footpath at the Boars Head development. The path is very steep at one end and it leads directly out on to the main road. Clerk explained that LCC had refused to put a gate or chicane at the bottom of the path after she had expressed concerns for the safety of residents. LCC had said that they didn’t see a need for one and that gates can increase opportunities for anti social behaviour.
· All Cllrs did not agree with this and Clerk explained she had contacted Cllr Maria Jones for assistance.
· Cllr Maria Jones was in attendance and agreed to contact the Clerk regarding both issues later that week. 
· A member of the public in attendance suggested a barrier could be placed at the crossing lsland rather than at the end of the path.
1. SPID results – reported to Lancashire Constabulary
· Chair explained that the village had a speed indicator device in place earlier in the year, the results of which confirmed that Barton does have an issue with many vehicles exceeding the speed limit on a regular basis.
· Clerk explained that the results of the SPID had been forwarded to Lancashire Constabulary. She had asked of there was anything that could be done to tackle the problem and if regular police checks could be arranged to help prevent speeding in the village.
· Confirmation that the request had been received was provided but no further information had been provided. 
· A member of the public in attendance suggested the Road Safety Group should be contacted to see if they could provide any help or advice. 
1. St Lawrence CIL request 
· Gregor (Vicar and St Lawrences Church) attended the meeting to discuss the CIL request that was made last year.
· Chair explained CIL to all attendance for those who didn’t know.
· Gregor provided the completed CIL request form and explained that the Church had received a number of quotes for the removal of the lych gate and creating new parking spaces. 
· The quote they had received was £26,470. They would ideally like the Parish Council to provide all of the funds for the work. 
· Gregor explained that they are not a wealthy church and that making the church more accessible is something that would benefit everyone in the village. The church would like to host more events centred around bringing people together. Gregor also explained the current access issues mean that an emergency service vehicle cannot access the church, most parishioners attending the church have to park on the road which causes issues when the services are busy, as well as coffins having to be unloaded right next to a main road when funerals are taking place there. 
· All Cllrs agreed that they felt it was fair for the CIL money generated from the Boars Head development to be used towards the cost of the work required. 
· Cllr Lees asked the CIL figure could be sent to the Cllrs for them to make the decision regarding how much would be given.
· Cllr Guise pointed out any decision would have to be made at a meeting.
· All agreed that a meeting would be arranged for the 30th July to make any final decisions. 
1. Lengthsman project updates

1. Clerk gave a brief update of the recent projects undertaken by the new lengthsman. All Cllrs agreed they were impressed with the changes they had seen. 
1. There was a discussion surrounding the overgrown hedge at the corner of Jepps Lane. Clerk explained she had made attempts to contact the property owner but hadn’t heard anything back.
1. All Cllrs agreed that the owner should be billed in the lengthsman was to cut the hedge for them or LCC should be contacted about cutting the hedge.

1. Public participation 
1. It’s important to note that this meeting was very well attended. 
1. Several residents in attendance came to discuss the possibility of installing a bike/pump track in the village following recent discussions on social media.
1. A couple of residents in particular provided some very interesting information regarding recent campaigns surrounding outdoor play and other bike tracks that been installed in local areas.
1. ‘Raising The Nation To Play’ was mentioned and the need/responsibility for local Councils to provide areas for outdoor play.
1. It was discussed that the 12-18 age group have a lack of facilities and it was urged that the Parish Council push for a bike track to be installed in order to combat the issue.
1. Longridge and Much Hoole pump tracks were discussed but residents all agreed that a more cost effective community project would be a good idea in order to avoid the request being denied due to lack of funding.
1. Clerk explained she looked into multiple funding avenues which all Cllrs agreed should be applied for. 
1. A member of the public in attendance provided a further list of potential funding avenues to consider.
1. It was mentioned that Barton might be able to join up with Broughton Parish Council to see if they could raise the funds together to create a track. Clerk agreed to contact Broughton. 
1. Residents mentioned that any greenspace the Parish may be able to purchase would be best used to provide play facilities such as a bike track. 

1. Further discussion surrounding the MUGA. Some concerns raised about who would be responsible for it’s maintenance as other play areas in the village had fallen into disrepair when managing agents were responsible for their upkeep. 

1. Concerns also raised about the quality of the work and who would ensure it was signed off.

1. Some residents discussed their concerns that it was ‘gamble’ that the Parish Council may not receive the delts from the original community building and that it would leave the village with less investment provided by the developer. Some argued that this would still be preferrable to a community building that is not needed due to Barton already having a village hall. 

1. Residents asked whether there would be other facilities at the MUGA (e.g. toilets) and if the MUGA could be covered so that it was able to be used in all weathers. 

1. Chair agreed to raise further suggestions with Wain Homes and Emery Planning.

1. Request made for double yellow lines to be added to Jepps Lane as there is an issue with people parking cars on blind corners. Clerk agreed to raise it with LCC along with chasing the 20 MPH speed signs that had been requested. 

1. Owner of Black Fir Wood asked to be kept in the loop regarding the Woodlands Way footpath as the path runs through his land. Clerk agreed she would keep him updated. A potential community action group was mentioned regarding the fixing of the steps. Some felt it would be a good community project and would help keep the costs down.

1. Financial Matters including:

1. Payments made/requested since AGM – as per meeting.
1. Audit submitted 


11 .Date of next meeting - Wednesday 17th September 2025 at 7:30pm with another meeting scheduled for the 30th July to discuss the aforementioned CIL request. 


